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Death or Glory
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Our boys are at war already – who needs veitnam?
) (
By Danny Bell
) (
Don’t forget: send us your Men’s events 
) (
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“
As community
 of
 members practicing our Christianity and following God, knowing and believing we can do things to help others is an exercise that raises as many questions as it gives answers to the question of what does the future hold
"
) (
On January 29
th
 2011 a fast moving dust storm passed al
ong the western edges of our WA 
Wheat Belt causing extensive damage to many properties and buildings as it passed.  The town of York in particular received extensive media coverage due to the amount of tree and structural damage caused to such a large number of buildings within such a short space of time.
On hearing of the storm I immediately contacted friend and fellow church member Julian Krieg who lives in York to check how they had gotten on in the storm.  He described the terrifying situation that he and his wife 
Glenys
 had found themselves in during the storm.  He then went on to express his concerns for the community due to the severity of the storm and of his observations of the damage to property and buildings within sight of his home. 
On hearing of this devastation I immediately enquired of the possibility of being able to assist them or the community with any cleanup requirements.  Naturally, I also volunteered the service
s of my many Carmel College 
Church friends whom I knew would be only too willing to help out if they were asked to do so.
Knowing that the Emergency Services teams would have already swung into action and that many local roads would have been closed restricting access to York I asked Julian to keep me informed of the needs for assistance that the community may require and assured him that I’d coordinate the gathering of a team to help them as required.   
I kept in contact with the 
Kriegs
 over Sunday and Monday for progress reports and then took it upon myself to type up an email which I forwarded to
 as many of the able bodied men
 that attend my local church as I had contacts for.  My aim was to inform them of the damage in York and to advise them that I had volunteered their services to go to York should we be called upon to assist in whatever way we could.
) (
Doing What Men Do Best
) (
It w
asn’t until the evening of 
February 8 that Julian contacted me to say that the Volunteer SES crews were exhausted and had agreed with him that they really needed some extra help.  I immediately put t
he call out, 
contacting as many as possible that I thought may be able to assist at short notice in making up a couple of teams for the weekend of Saturday 12
th
  and Sunday 13
th
.   By Thursday evening I was able to confirm with Julian and the SES Coordinators that we had arranged for a team of 12 persons for each of the two days that were prepared to come and spend as long as required to do whatever cleanup jobs they could each day.
I then set to arranging with these volunteers the type of equipment they may like to take with them to
 aid them in the cleanup and then 
arrange
d
 transport by devising a car pooling system to allow those living closer together to join forces and make their way to the York Volunteer SES base for a 9.00 am start each day. 
The SES coordinators had a list of general cleanup jobs printed up and ready for us each day.  These jobs ranged from cutting up and moving fallen trees and branches out to the footpath for removal by the local Council contractors to collecting and stacking building materials scattered around the yards of homes of the elderly, others who were unwell and some single parents. 
Each day we would split into crews of three or four, depending on the size of the particular jobs we were given.  As a result we attended approximately 40 properties in the cleanup effort over the two days, which it has been suggested would have taken the SES team some three or more weeks to complete.  
As a result, new friendships were formed as the crews worked together with the locals and spent short breaks chatting over the numerous offers of refreshments, tea, coffee and cake provided by those who know real and true rural hospitality.  Naturally this was all accompanied by smiles of appreciation, stretching from ear to ear as the folk thanked the crews for what they were doing.  
) (
By Ian Redman
 
)
 (
The ultimate measure of a man
 is not where he stands 
in mome
nts of comfort and convenience; 
but where he
 stands in
 time
s of challenge and 
controversy
.
 – Martin Luther King
) (
As we chatted 
many 
enquired as to how we came to be involved in assistin
g them and where we were from. 
Through these questions we were able
 to mention the name of the 
Church and our association with Julian Krieg, his role in ‘Talk with a Mate’ and his association with the local SES members.  Some expressed appreciation at being able to hear some of the talks that Julian regularly presents within the community.
Glenys
 and Juli
an arranged for BBQ lunch 
for the teams each day and a couple of the team members’ wives got busy and did some fantastic cooking to help fill the bellies of the hard working volunteers.  The SES had fridges of cold bottled water ready for us and we arranged for a large 
Esky
 of ice cold canned drinks to be available to quench the crews’ thirsts whenever they returned to the SES base.
At least two people 
assisted expressed to us that they intended writing an article for publication in the local community newspaper to express their appreciation of the work we were doing for them.  Others expressed through a
n element of bewilderment and 
extended gratitude for the fact that we had come up from Perth just to help them.  
By the following Thursday we had received two l
etters of appreciation from people
 we had assisted in that brief time in York. One of those letters was forwarded to our Conference President who passed it on to me so I could share it with the teams.  I understand other team members have since received letters also.
On the Sunday afternoon as we were preparing to l
eave 
the SES Coordinators extended an invitation for us all to revisit them in York in the near future as their guests for a ‘Thank-You’ BBQ and refreshments.  They felt it to be the least they could do to show their appreciation for the assistance we gave them in helping to complete such a huge task following such devastation to their community. We as a team came away from that weekend of hard work feeling as exhilarated as were those residents of York grateful for the assistance given to them by complete strangers in their time of need.
As community members practicing our Christianit
y and following 
God, knowing and believing we can do things to help 
others is an exercise tha
t
 raises as many questions as it gives answers to the question of what doe
s the future hold
. 
What influence have we had on them in such a brief meeting?   What is the next step and how do we go the next step in becoming their friends and helping them to kno
w 
God?
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Are you thinking of starting a local Men’s Ministry? Email us if you would like information or support from WAAMM
.
)

 (
News from the Pews
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Trench Mail editors wish to let our subscribers know that we do not condone the use of alcohol in any shape or form as a practice but in the context of the article we hope you can see that thinking outside of the square is what’s needed to stem the flow of the current generation
 walking
 away from God.
) (
Thinking Outside of the Square
)



 (
A small bucket filled with bottles of cold beer sat on the floor, down the hall from the chapel, as about a dozen young adults lounged around on comfortable couches. They weren’t there to pray or preach — just to enjoy one another’s company at St. Paul Inside the Walls: the Catholic Center for Evangelization at the former 
Bayley-Ellard
 High School. The Rev. 
Geno
 Sylva doesn’t know if his guests will return to the Madison campus for a more religious experience, but he has faith.
As center director, it’s Sylva’s job to find new ways to accomplish an old mission — to attract Catholics who are disillusioned or disassociated with their religion. More than 10 percent of American adults have left the church after having been raised Catholic, according to an April 2009 report from the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life. Stemming that tide, Sylva believes, will require reaching out in ways that might seem unorthodox.
And so St. Paul 
Inside
 the Walls, which is part of the Paterson Diocese, has implemented programs to attract a broad constituency. The name refers not only to the diocese’s patron saint, but also to Sylva’s intent — to bring people inside the walls of the church.
"What we’re doing is offering outreach to those who practice the Catholic faith, to those who have left the Catholic faith and to those of no faith tradition at all," Sylva said. "What we’ve done is we’ve spent a lot of time studying society and culture so we could invite people to come to know God in ways that would resonate with them". For young adults, that might be pub night, which takes place every Tuesday.
Sudan Martin, a 30-year-old graphic designer from Brooklyn, attended his first St. Paul event last Tuesday. He works on St. Paul’s website and said Catholicism was not part of his life growing up. "This is a completely different experience for me," Martin said. "I’ll definitely be coming back." That’s what Sylva wants to hear. 
He compared St. Paul Inside the Walls with a halfway house, but instead of reintroducing people to a community, Sylva is reintroducing them to Catholicism, and instead of finding people a job, he shepherds them to a parish. The setting is inviting. St. Paul Inside the Walls recently completed a multimillion-dollar renovation, and its 40-acre campus boasts stunning sculptures and peaceful prayer gardens. 
Those who find that enticing can "like" St. Paul on 
Facebook
.
Paterson Bishop Arthur 
Serratelli
 said bringing people in — creating disciples — is a central tenet of the faith, but changing times have spurred the new approaches. "The mission is the same as given to the apostles, but the way that we live out the mission changes to meet the needs of our day," 
Serratelli
 said. For example, St. Paul hosts a Catholic Q&A, where on Tuesday night about two dozen adults peppered their priest with religious questions. One floor above that exchange, three musicians worked on their Christian/alternative pop-rock music, which they play at local bars or concerts as a way to bring people closer to the faith. "Music is very universal but it is also very personal," said Derek 
Gazal
, a Little Falls resident. "In that way, it is a lot like God."
)



 (
Father 
Geno
 Sylva at St. Paul 
Inside
 the Walls: The Catholic Center for Evangelization at 
Bayley-Ellard
 in Madison. The Paterson Diocese is making a concerted effort to reach out to a new generation. That involves letting their hair down a little, offering various activities 
including beer at a "Pub Night"
.
)
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"
I had this idea long before I became a bishop to reach out to people whose professional lives have g
one beyond what their 
training taught them, and to let them see how much the church can offer them," 
Serratelli
 said. Inside the w
alls begins a great adventure in the Diocese of Paterson to move beyond what parishes can do."
)
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So your congregation has it figured out: “This is who we are, this is what matters to us” - but here’s the next question: Where should we go from here? Knowing that -- having a clear vision for the future and a sense of how to make it happen -- is definitely a congregational strength. 
But while congregations have lots of ideas, they don’t always know how to get from here to there -- to turn a vision of what could be into a reality. The U. S. Congregational Life Survey found that more than half the worshipers in a typical congregation -- 56 percent -- say their congregation is always ready to try something new. Somewhat less, 42 percent, say their place of worship has a clear vision for its ministry and has goals to which they are strongly committed. But only one in three believes that the congregation actually is moving in new directions or has a strong sense of excitement about the congregation’s future. In other words, the ideas may be there, but the follow-through and commitment to make them happen may not. 
Congregations need to pay attention to the future, to what’s coming, not just to what is today. And it makes sense 
that congregations
 who understand where they want to go and are working to make change happen rather than resisting it -- are more likely to accomplish those things. The survey also found that congregations that have strength in looking to the future are more likely to have worshipers with a strong sense of belonging and leaders who encourage and empower everyone to play a part in carrying out the vision. 
Future-looking congregations are more likely to have lots of worshipers who are new to the place -- who began attending there within the last five years. People who are new may be less strongly attached to the traditions of the place, to thinking things need to be done “the way we’ve always done”. They bring their own experiences and enthusiasm, along with new ideas about the way things could be. Some congregations also think more about weaknesses than about strengths. They are not used to considering “best practices” or identifying what they do well and why. “There’s a tendency to try to fix things, to figure out what’s wrong,” said Cynthia 
Woolever
, one of the researchers with the U.S. Congregational Life project. 
Size doesn’t matter so much -- small congregations are just as willing to look ahead as are bigger ones -- but the age of worshipers does. Congregations with younger worshipers tend to be more future-focused. Some might expect that older worshipers would especially want to look ahead, that they would want to leave a strong legacy for the future and make sure the congregation will continue
 
to thrive once they’re gone. But congregations with a higher percentage of older worshipers do not tend to be as forward--looking as those with lots of younger worshipers. Perhaps older worshipers are more invested in the old, familiar ways, while younger people are connected to the rhythm of change, bringing with them energy, flexibility, a willingness to be innovative, and excitement about what lies around the next bend
) (
Survey Produces Interesting Results – 
Insights into Religion
)


	DATE
	WHERE
	EVENT
	$$
	PHONE
	EMAIL

	April 12
	Teamspeak
	WAAMM Committee
	
	0419742336
	donga1@virginbroadband.com.au

	 April 2011
	Maidavale
	Easter Camp
	80 
	9398 7222
	waadmin@adventist.org.au

	May 16-18
	Mt Lawley
	Road to Manhood
	35
	92724252
	unkapete65@yahoo.com.au

	May 28
	Maylands
	Men on the Move
	195
	92721666
	Geoff@pathways to achievement.com

	June 17 -19 2011
	Magnetic island
	Father Son Adventures
	
	0431 839 035
	info@fatheringadventures.com.au 

	Sept 18-22 
	Pan Pacific Hotel
	National Men’s Health Gathering
	
	9224 7777
	www.workingwithmen.org.au

	November 19
	Australia wide
	International Men’s Day
	
	02 4272 6677
	www.internationalmensday.com/australia.html
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Briefings – 
is your 
M
en
’
s event on here?
)
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The 
Ourcell
 story started about 
six years ago after 
Peter Fowler
 returned to ministry in WA.  
He
 noticed that many people 
he 
knew when 
he
 was Youth Leader here, were
 no longer attending Church.  
He
 got toge
ther with Chris Chapman and 
they
 dreamed big about reaching out to people who still had a heart for God, but for whatever reason
, had turned off church.
 
We
 started contacting people, men and women, and found that it was the men w
ho were responding positively. 
Seeing the
 hand of God in this, 
we
 established 
Ourcell
 as a non denominational ministry for Christian men.  The group members committed themselves to exploring the spirituality which Jesus taught, supporting each other to live with integrity 
and making a difference in the
 world.  We also committed ourselves to the ANZAC values of Courage, Sacrifice, Endurance and 
Mateship
!
 
Some time later, a non church attending mate of mine was telling me how God had led him to this great Christian Men's Group.  I showed interest and as he talked about who was involved, I found I knew many of the men.  I asked if I could join, I was accepted and I was hooked.  I found that the men attending were 
dinkum
 about spirituality in a way I had rarely experienced in Church.  I have seen the Spirit moving in 
Ourcell
 (
ie
 in my life and the lives of other men involved), in a deeply meaningful and fulfilling way.  I now understand that my "father hunger" is caused by a (heavenly) Father shaped hole in my life that can only be filled in one way.  I also understand that "brotherly love" is that demonstrated by my older Brother (Jesus), and is meant to be shared by men with men for men.
 
After about a year together, Peter challenged us to go start our own groups, reproducing the 
Ourcell
 DNA that we had experienced together.  
Reg
 Turner, Andre 
Gajek
 and I started the Northern 
Ourcell
 Group.  Two other groups were established at that time, the Hills 
Ourcell
 and th
e South Perth 
Ourcell
 groups. 
To be honest, 
Ourcell
 has had its ups and downs.  Our biggest hit was when we lost Chris Chapman to cancer.  Many 
man
 have left, and others have joined us.  Now with only two groups, we are reassessing our approach and are making new plans for 2011.  
 
Our most exciting development for 2010 has been putting together an 
Ourcell
 Sponsored Service Project.  Project Cambodia has been developed in liaison with Habitat for Humanity and International Children's Care, and is receiving financial support from the Seventh-Day Adventist Church in WA (particularly Fremantle Church).  With many donations, as well as considerable personal fund raising, a team of ten is flying to Cambodia in December 2010 to help a local family evicted from the Phnom Penh Rubbish Tip, to build their own home.
 
And so the 
Ourcell
 journey continues, with our Father at the wheel.
) (
The 
Ourcell
 Story
) (
By 
AtholPrior
)
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“
I found that the men attending were 
dinkum
 about spirituality in a way I had
 rarely experienced in Church. 
I have seen the Spirit moving in 
Ourcell
 (
ie
 in my life and the lives of other men involved), in a deeply
 meaningful and fulfilling way”
)
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Are you part of a local Men’s Ministry? Email us and tell us your story.
)	
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DONT FORGET!
) (
Big Camp April 2011
 
PHONE: 
0419742336
Emai
l: 
donga1@virginbroadband.com.au
)
 (
Dear WAAMM,
That T
rench 
M
ail
 was a cracker!
I reckon that I even got a few good articles to use for Devotional thoughts at Church meetings.
Excellent content.
Thanks to all,
David Price
_______________________________
M.i.a
. wall
Andrew Fairbairn
, 
Daniel Waring
, 
Gavin 
Williams, Geoffrey Frauenfelder, 
Marcus Anderson
, 
dave
 hall, 
gavin
 Williams, 
lionel
 Ainsworth, 
vern
 fish
)







[image: C:\Users\Danny\Desktop\WAAMM\WAAMM Photos\Hamelin Bay 2011\DSC00924.JPG]




	

	

                          

[image: C:\Users\Danny\Desktop\WAAMM\WAAMM Photos\Hamelin Bay 2011\DSC00907.JPG][image: C:\Users\Danny\Desktop\WAAMM\WAAMM Photos\Hamelin Bay 2011\DSC00932.JPG]
 (
Getting Wisdom
) (
“A real sweetheart of a guy but 
not someone you would want to take
 to war with
 you
”
 – 
Pr Mark Drisco
ll when asked to sum up today’s pastors
) (
   
W
.
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A
.
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M
Western Australian Adventist Men’s Ministry
Editor: 
Danny Bell
Assistants: 
Athol Prior, Colin Kenworthy
Phone:
 0419742336
Web:
 under construction
E
mail:
 
donga1@virginbroadband.com.au
F
ace 
B
ook
: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/WA-Adventist-Mens-Ministries/109800502431868?notif_t=fbpage_admin
303 subscribers
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Bunbury
 & 
Freo
 Men
 
at it again in Hamelin Bay: 
p
atting large wild stingrays was one of the many highlights of the
 
camp.
) (
“All that is needed for evil to triumph
 
is for good men to do nothing”
)	
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PROVERBS 27:17

Asiron sharpens iron, 50 a man sharpens
the countenance of his friend.
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